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April 2007

NEXT MEETING:

Christ Fellowship Church

Midland Road at the corner of Pee Dee Road
Southern Pines, NC

Program : Digital Competition — Night Photography

COMPETITIONS:

Submit
up to two pictures. 3 Year Limit. The pictures should
be emailed to gsmagee@earthlink.net

See the March newsletter for specific
details of requirements
http://www.sandhillsphotoclub.org/Microsoft%20Word
%20-%20Newsletter%202007%2003R2.pdf
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%&  will be: Abstract Photography Two Prints — 3 year
Limit

Abstract art and photographs may present a recognizable
subject in an unusual way or it may present non-
recognizable subjects such as lines, forms and colors full
of light and energy. One artist suggest that it can be
more rewarding, challenging and interesting to search
out and find abstraction in your immediate environment
than to construct it on a table with brightly colored
objects and reflective Mylar (or whatever"

( $) August 13,2007 Digital — 2 Pictures 3 year
limit

You will be assigned a shape and you must present a
photograph that includes that assigned shape. The
subject may be anything provided that it is clearly
projecting the use of the assigned shape.

Class A will be photographing pictures that display the
shape or shapes of Triangles or Circles.

Class B will be photographing pictures that display the
shape or shapes of Rectangles or Cantilevers.

) October 8, 2007 Digital — 2 Pictures 3 year
limit

The subject water must be the central theme of the
photograph.

When submitting a print or a digital image for
competition, be sure that your subject meets the subject
defined in the published competition you are entering.
Also, when submitting a print be sure you follow the
rules on mounting and or matting $

1& & $* 1 &+ $ * +§

We are in the process of revising and updating these
rules and guidelines, however this task will not be
completed until later this year. In the meantime we must
do a better job of following our current published rules.

— ( . *$
Here is the program schedule for the rest of 2007:

/  How I Took This Picture =
# 0 &P1&+"" ""+ §

%& The Rocky Mountain School of
Photography Experience ™ %" ("

( **+ /  Photos from the Coast: What
D’ve Learned from Two Years of Nature Photography
on the Outer Banks, * 0.&10 #5$
&$$ O

# "'+ /  An Evening with George Butt

More information on the next program, How I Took
This Picture, at the Monday, May 14 meeting will be
presented in the May newsletter, and details for the July,
September and November programs will follow in future
newsletters.
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WORKSHOPS: . *$
Here is the workshop schedule for the rest of 2007:

/  Sharpening in Photoshop *

A
R *T

& [/ Q&A Session for New
Photographers >* 12 1 1&+
+ $

& ( ll+
*$

)

1,2,3=Color = .

# '"+ [/ More Photoshop > . +

A
= Qo

At Saturday, May 19 workshop, learn the secrets of
Sharpening in Photoshop with Bob Biamonte at the
Sandhills Community College, 10:00 to 12:00 noon.
How Photoshop sharpens and what problems you might
run into will be covered. Different methods will be
presented using the normal sharpening tools in addition
to other methods like high pass and LAB color
luminosity. This workshop should be appropriate for
both Photoshop and Photoshop Elements users.

In response to several requests the July workshop will
be A Question and Answer Session for New
Photographers organized in a similar format to the
program at this year’s January meeting

The September workshop, 1, 2, 3 = Color with Bill
Matthews, will present simple explanations and
illustrations for an often confusing subject related to
digital photography.

And then in November Bob Biamonte will be back to
give us another workshop at the college. We hope this
will be an introduction to 3 ., 4(5 if the
college gets the software by this date. If not, Bob will
offer another interesting Photoshop topic.

FIELD TRIPS: 3 .
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When you read this the “Wilmington Travelers” will be
packing and starting on our journey. We will return with
numerous stories and award winning photos!
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Our fall field trip is scheduled to start October 15", 2007
to the Historic Williamsburg, Va. area. However this
time I’'m doing something a little different. I will have

18 rooms blocked for 3 nights and 10 for a fourth night
for those that might want a little longer stay. To me, just
2 days for the photo ops in this area was not enough. To
name a few , Colonial Williamsburg, Historic

Jamestown, The Jamestown Settlement, Powhatan
Indian Village, Ships, James Fort , the Riverfront,
Yorktown, and Busch Gardens. The rate will be $73.00
per night plus tax including a continental breakfast. The
Inn is located just 3 blocks from the Historic Area. The
Resort also extends the option to purchase a special
conference ticket that provides access to the Historic
Area for the duration of our stay at substantial discount
from the normal price.

Hopefully, I’ll have more detailed information at our

April meetingbut*™* 0 & 4 1
-47-.8, /97
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Recently I forwarded some information to all members
on a one day tour by the Moore County Historic Society.
There were several SPC members in attendance and we
saw places we did not know were in Moore County.
During this tour we became aware of some other
possible future day trips:

& &$ "" <Grand Annul Battle
Reenactment of the skirmish between Col. Alston
Patriot militia and the Loyalist of Col. David Fanning.

= ---at the House in the Horseshoe, a
Spring Militia Muster from 9 am to 5 pm...
Demonstrations of Artillery, Blacksmithing, Candle
Making, Cooking, Lace making, Leather working,
Pottery and 18" century medicine... For more
information call 910-947-2051

& &$ 9 *"  Grand Annual Battle
Reenactment of the skirmish between Col. Alston
Patriot militia and the Loyalist of Col. David Fanning.

"+ = 10am to Spm—Christmas Open
House

Another item is the “Ole Mill Crank-Up” the week end
after Mother’s Day. This is at the Ole Gillian Mill
located on Route 42 near Tramway.

WEBSITE . *$

The winning photographs from the February Open
Print Competition currently displayed on the club
website http://www.sandhillsphotoclub.org will be
replaced with the winners of the Night Competition
soon after the April meeting. The club calendar has
been updated for programs and workshops for the rest
of 2007.

Newsletters are added to the newsletter page monthly
as .pdf files. All the 2006 newsletters will remain
available as the 2007 Newsletters are added. Clicking
onthe __ *$ button on the home page will take
you to the newsletter page where you will find more
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information and links to individual issues by month.
Clicking on any of these links will bring up the
corresponding newsletter for viewing or printing.

I have enjoyed doing the club website since its
inception in December 2001, and now am pleased to
soon be handing this job over to John Wynton. John,
a new club member with impressive website
experience, will be adding exciting new features to the
site as The Sandhills Photography Club continues to
keep up with advancing technology.

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

MEMBERSHIP — -*

* ""+ § Three new members have joined the
club during March — Jan Dubey, Dennis Kolean, and
Bob Woollard. Please make them feel welcome at
meetings and workshops.

6 +& TR D currently uses
both digital and film cameras, a Sony DSC H-1 Digital
and a Canon EOS A2e 35 mm film. He has been into
digital photography for about 6 years, and film most of
his life. His favorite subjects for photography are natural
settings, candid portraits, and wildlife. He hopes to gain
greater understanding of choosing and formatting
subjects from membership in the club. He moved to the
area in 2002 from NJ, but has previously lived in the
UK.

TID-BITS FROM MEMBERS
z ; Where are your interesting tid-bits????

4 0% - & ) The Triangle Region
of the Carolina Nature Photographers Association has
offered our members the opportunity to sign up for a full
day Workshop on Fundamentals of Photography on
Saturday June 9, 2007 in Raleigh. The presenter will be
Melissa Southern, a professional forensic photographer
with the State of NC. The cost will be $60 for each
participant who is not a CNPA member. Fee for CNPA
members is $50. This looks like it will be an excellent
workshop for beginners and intermediates. There is a list
of the sessions on the organizations website, www.cnpa-
triangle.org/Wokshops.htm under workshops. Just look
down their list to June 9. Just remember the non member
fee is $60.

If anyone is interested in going, Gary Magee or | may
be able to help with any questions.

38> ,464 ., V) $("
Lexar has an ongoing recall on 1 Gigabyte Compact

Flash (CF) cards such as are used in many cameras,
particularly DSLRs. The cards can lose pictures. In my
case the picture number jumped from 250 to 6814.
There may be other problems also. This does not affect
all Lexar 1 Gigabyte cards, only those whose lot number
endsin . ?. This number is stamped on the edge of
the card opposite the connector edge. It is difficult to see
unless you have a light reflecting off this edge. If you
have one of these cards call Lexar and they will give you
directions on how to get it taken care of. Their phone
number is 510-413-1275. Their hours are 7a.m. to 5 p.m.
Pacific time, Monday through Friday.

(840 3 &6 18&% 4 18 A .

After taking several seminars and workshops over the
past year, each of the pros talked about planning your
photo shoot before going out to the field. When you
arrive in the field determine exactly how you plan to
shoot the shot. This always sounds good, but I must
confess I struggle with the idea. I also struggle with the
issue of not knowing what I really want to shoot. I mean
I see pictures from many of the pros and each one seems
to have a focus on their photography. Some, to the point
that when you see their pictures you can almost identify
them by what and how they shot the picture, without
really knowing it was them.

I thought maybe I would focus on wildlife, rather than
people. Maybe I will focus on landscapes or children or
sports events! [ mean give me an event and a photo op
and I will shoot and shoot and shoot! Sometimes I even
get a good picture. Regardless of the new techniques I
have learned not every picture turns out. Ok, not many
would satisfy me or anyone else.

I recently attended a work shop with a very
accomplished Wildlife photographer. He started out by
describing how he approaches photography. First and
foremost he knows from the start what type of pictures
he likes. He knows what he is looking for and how he
would like to capture the next shot. Keep in mind this
guy’s lively hood depends on other people liking what
he creates and paying money to see or own it.

He has taken pictures for all type of organizations and
businesses, many of which he had little or no interest in
the final results, regardless of the quality. Believe it or
not, I could relate to that in very small way. I find
myself snapping pictures for a variety of reasons and
many of them I feel like I am just recording an
experience and not fulfilling a desire to create a great
photo that [ would feel proud to display.
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This professional indicated that when he finally decided
to determine what he liked to shoot and what aspects of
a picture he likes to see, he then began to develop a new
discipline and focus in his photography. By focusing on
the subjects he enjoys and focusing on the elements of a
photo he likes to see, his photography began to improve.
He found his ability to plan his subjects and shoots were
easier and the results were not only more fulfilling to
him, but also to his audience. Planning your shot might
mean determining your exposure, focal length and
background before the subject even appears.

How can you get to that point? He suggested that you
pick 20 or so pictures from books, websites etc that you
really like. Lay them all out in front of you and study
them. What common elements do the pictures have that
caused you to like the photos? This will help you define
what you want to include in your photographs.

Things like color tones, action, stills, close ups, wide
angles...... what “turns you on”?

You might find by dividing up the categories and
researching your interest in each category might help
you begin to focus your shooting. Think of two steps:
first what do you like to shoot the best? Wildlife,
Landscapes, people, sports, etc. Then you might want to
narrow that down to what type of wildlife, what type of
landscapes, what type of people. First, pick only one or
two categories. Then when you see pictures of those
categories that you like, what specific things about those
pictures do you like?

It is an interesting exercise and the results can be
dramatic on your photography. A focused approach
allows you to become a real expert in a much focused
way. [ will continue to shoot many subjects, but I will
also determine my focus and really try to grow in that
area of photography, Perhaps, I will even create pictures
that I like and others might even agree!

PHOTO EQUIPMENT CLASSIFIED:

If you have equipment you would like to sell, or items
you are looking to buy, send your ad to Jim Smith at
smithjf@aol.com. Please keep the ad simple. [ will try

to put it in the next Newsletter after I receive it. [ will
run the ad for two issues. If you want the ad to continue
beyond the original two issues, please request it each
month by an email to me.

NEXT BOARD MEETING 7 & $ / 5
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THOUGHT for the MONTH

“Even though failures are sure to outnumber successes,
the idea of pursuing a dream image in my imagination
and going out to find the place where it actually happens
before my eyes is what keeps my creative juices flowing
year after year”...... Galen Rowell

2007 SPC Board Members:

President: Brady Smith 947-3946
Vice President: Bill Matthews 949-3714
Secretary: Don Hiscott 295-9544
Treasurer: Denis Smetana 944-8124
Past President Mike Stratil 949-6518
Programs: Bill Matthews 949-3714
Competition: Gary & Gayle Magee 215-9377
Exhibitions: Betty Hendrix 949-4131
Field Trips: Len Barnard 673-2135
Day Trips TBD
Hospitality: Bill Sheppard 944-1219
Publicity: June White 692-6385
& Jill Margeson 673-1497
Workshops: Bill Matthews 949-3714
Newsletter: Jim Smith 673-4744
PSA Rep Jim Smith 673-4744
Membership: Marilyn Owen 235-0520
Website: Bill Matthews 949-3714
Club Photographer John Witkowski 692-4903
SPC WEBSITE:

www.sandhillsphotoclub.org




