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NEXT  MEETING: 

Monday, June 11, 7:00 PM 

Christ Fellowship Church 

Midland Road at the corner of Pee Dee Road 

Southern Pines, NC 

Competition:  Abstract, print – see below 

 

COMPETITIONS: Gary & Gayle Magee 

June Competition: Abstract Photography, Print, submit up to 

two (2) pictures with a 3 year limit. Abstract art and 

photographs may present a recognizable subject in an unusual 

way or it may present non-recognizable subjects such as lines, 

forms and colors full of light and energy. One artist suggests 

that it can be more rewarding, challenging and interesting to 

search out and find abstraction in your immediate environment 

than to construct it on a table with brightly colored objects and 

reflective mylar (or whatever). 

 

August 13 Competition: Shapes, Digital, submit up to two (2) 

pictures with a 3 year limit.  

Class A has been challenged with Triangles or Circles. 

Class B has been challenged with Rectangles or Cantilevers.  

Your photographs must include the assigned shape.  The 

subject may be anything provided that it is clearly projecting 

the use of the assigned shape.   

 

PROGRAMS:  Bill Matthews 

Our program for the July meeting will be our own Jim Smith 

presenting The Rocky Mountain School of Photography 
Experience.  Look for details in the July Newsletter. 

 

 

PRESIDENT’s MOMENT: Brady Smith 
 
While visiting a client in Temecula, California, in what the 

locals call Horse Country, I asked if I could photograph her 

riding a few horses. She trains both horses and their riders, 

mostly for jumping and dressage competitions. It was an 

unusually overcast day in Southern California and I knew I 

wanted to use many different lenses and vantage points to 

capture the essence of horse and rider. I am sure a more 

professionally oriented photographer would have created  

 

 

 

much better images, but I felt satisfied with my efforts,  

despite the fact that I had never attempted this type of 

photography before. 

I write about this experience to illustrate that there are so many 

different types of photos and ways to photograph just waiting 

for you to explore them. Some photographers focus on a 

particular photographic subject such as landscapes, wildlife, 

portraiture, etc. However, there are others who are jack-of-all-

trades in what they photograph. I fit in the latter category, 

maybe just because I haven’t settled in or found my “sweet 

spot.” It might be that one day I will; until then, I will continue 

to enjoy taking photos of just about anything that catches my 

eye. 

The Competition Committee, with Gary Magee at the helm, 

has established a few competition topics that just might 

challenge your imagination, creativity, and photography skills. 

Dive into those topics, push yourselves, and you might find 

you actually enjoyed the process and the results. 

 

Members in the News 
 
Mary Bryson will be displaying seven paintings at the 

Campbell House from June 1 to July 20, with nine other 

Exchange Street Painters. Included will be a couple of 

watercolors that started as photographs at Carl Sandberg’s 

house during our club trip to Brevard last fall. You can also 

see two more paintings by Mary as well as work by 50 other 

artists at the juried show at the Artists League in Aberdeen 

from June 3 through the rest of the month. 

Mary has only been painting for about five years. Now that she 

is retired from a career of teaching special needs children, she 

has more time to work on portraits in oil or charcoal, or 

projects in watercolor. She finds she needs to take good 

photographs that have shadows and a mix of warm and cool 

colors to add depth and dimension to any subject. Since she 

needs about 3 months to complete a portrait, a good 

photograph will provide consistent lighting. As we know, early 

morning and late afternoon are the best times for capturing an 

image for painting. 

Mary feels photographers have trained themselves to notice 

fine details, be aware of colors, and of the effect of lighting on 

a subject. Those are skills needed for painters as well. Could 

you have some hidden drawing abilities? 
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FALL FIELD TRIP: Len Barnard 

The number of travelers for our fall trip grew by 7 at the May 

meeting, and even in Bob Biamonte’s workshop another 

person signed up, so it is your turn to sign up now. We are in 

striking range of the number that went to Brevard last fall.  

You need to add your name and join the fun. Several people 

have told me “I’ve already been there”! Well, I’ve been to the 

SCC Horticultural Gardens several times, but each time I go I 

see it in a different light with a totally different photo 

opportunity. This time, consider yourself in Williamsburg not 

as a tourist, but as a photographer.  

In the past some of the travelers have expressed concerns 

about going on the field trip as single and also going out 

photographing alone. We do have several singles already 

signed up to go. In a few weeks I will be sending out an email 

to all that have signed up for Williamsburg. From that list you 

can see the singles and perhaps connect with one or two for 

company and collaboration. Please remember that some 

photographers prefer to work alone, so do not become 

offended if they decline. Secondly, there have been 

suggestions to incorporate a workshop with the field trips. If 

this is your desire, please field free to work one up and advise 

me and I will include your workshop plans in my trip write up. 

That is an added function that I feel I can not take on, but I 

welcome your efforts and will support you in doing this. In 

most cases a qualified instructor would charge for his time. If 

you are so inclined, please advise me before I start making 

plans for a few group lunches or dinner.  

Attached to this newsletter is an updated field trip summary of 

possible photo ops around Historic Williamsburg, Jamestown, 

and Yorktown, VA. I have added some sites for the area 

around Richmond, VA, and I am still only barely scratching 

the surface. This entire area is rich in history and photography 

ops and it is not possible for me to do the research and meet 

everyone’s likes. So I request that you also study this area for 

your enjoyment. 

Remember, the rooms are available on strictly a first come, 

first serve basis until September 1 in the Governor’s Inn.  

So a word to the wise, book your room early. See attached 

sheets for details as to the code for obtaining the special rate. 

Cancellation policy is 3 days prior to arrival. The rate will be 

$73.00 per night plus tax, including a continental breakfast. If 

you are looking for an extended trip to Williamsburg, this rate 

will apply 3 days before and after the dates of our scheduled 

trip, I’m considering staying 4 nights. As an alert however, 

they will charge your credit card for the first night’s lodging 

when you make reservations.  

The Resort also extends the option to purchase a special 

conference ticket that provides access to the Historic Area for 

the duration of our stay at a substantial discount from the 

normal price.  We get the normal $56.00 tour ticket for 

$15.00. This allows you access to the Exhibit sites and 

Museums during your stay here. There are also combination 

tour tickets for Jamestown and Yorktown, but I do not have 

those details currently. 

 

 

 

As more information is available I will keep you advised, so 

please keep me advised as you make your decision. Very 

shortly I will start sending periodic emails to the 

“Williamsburg Travelers” to keep them current with any 

changes. 

Email: lcbarnard@nc.rr.com or phone 673-2135 

 

WORKSHOPS: Bill Matthews 

Question and Answers for New Photographers 
Saturday, July 14, 9:00 to 11:00 am, at the Sandhills 

Community College Horticultural Center. 

This workshop will be a Question and Answer session similar 

to the well-received program at our January general meeting, 

but intended especially for new photographers.  Don’t be 

afraid to ask the most basic photography-related questions. A 

panel of experienced photographers will respond to questions 

previously submitted by email and to questions from the floor. 

Please send your questions by Saturday, July 7, to: 

Bill Matthews, Workshop Chairman, at: wmatth@gmail.com 

Although questions will also be welcomed from the floor, 

early submittal will allow time for the preparation of 

supporting illustrations where appropriate. 

Members are encouraged to submit questions on any aspect of 

photography such as, but not limited to:  

 Camera Operation  Exposure 

 Why Tripods?  Shutter Speed and f-stops 

 Flash Photography  White Balance 

 Resizing Image Files  Color Profiles 

 Photoshop   Printers 

 Dots and Pixels  Paper Types & Quality 

 Emailing Images  Dye vs. Pigment Inks 

 Depth of Focus, Depth of Field 

 Resolution, Image Size, File Size, etc. 

 

The panel will consist of 3 to 5 experienced club members. We 

encourage you to come up with those questions you always 

wanted answered but were afraid to ask. A signup sheet will be 

circulated at the June and July meetings. 

WEBSITE: Bill Matthews 

The winning photographs from the April Night Photography 

Competition, currently featured on our website 

http://www.sandhillsphotoclub.org, will be replaced with the 

winners of the Abstract print competition soon after the June 

meeting.  

Newsletters are added to the newsletter page monthly as .pdf 

files. All the 2006 newsletters will remain available as the 

2007 newsletters are added. Clicking on the Newsletter  
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button on the home page will take you to the newsletter page 

where you will find more information and links to individual 

issues by month. Clicking on any of these links will bring up 

the corresponding newsletter for viewing or printing.  

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Four (4) new members have joined the club recently. Please 

welcome Eva and Bill Ball, Halley Ondona, and Sarita Stevens 

to the meetings. 

 

TID-BITS FROM MEMBERS  

Apparently there is an interest with our club on more advanced 

photography workshops. A search of the web offers numerous 

sites with much information on this subject. One such web site 

which gives you possible photo workshops by state is –  

 http://art-support.com/workshops.htm.  If this is a wish of 

yours, check this web site out.  Maybe you could host one for 

our club! 

Let’s share our finds from interesting photo websites, articles, 

unusual products, or whatever. Just email the info to me at 

smithjf@aol.com. 

     

PHOTO EQUIPMENT CLASSIFIED:   

If you have equipment you would like to sell, or items you are 

looking to buy, send your ad to Jim Smith at smithjf@aol.com.   

Please keep the ad simple. I will try to put it in the next 

Newsletter after I receive it. I will run the ad for two issues. If 

you want the ad to continue beyond the original two issues, 

please request it each month by an email to me. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thursday, June 14, 3:00 

pm, Sandhills Community College Horticultural Gardens 

Visitor’s Center.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

 
   

June 11 Club Meeting – Abstract Competition 

 

 14 Board Meeting 

   

July 9 Club Meeting – Rocky Mountain School of 

Photography Experience 

 

 12 Board Meeting 

 

 14 Workshop – Q&A for New Photographers 

   

August 13 Club Meeting – Shapes Competition 

 

 16 Board Meeting 

 

 

 

2007 SPC Board Members: 

President:  Brady Smith        947-3946 

Vice President:  Bill Matthews        949-3714 

Secretary:  Don Hiscott        295-9544 

Treasurer:  Denis Smetana        944-8124   

Past President  Mike Stratil        949-6518 

Programs:  Bill Matthews        949-3714 

Competition:  Gary & Gayle Magee    215-9377 

Exhibitions:  Betty Hendrix                949-4131 

Field Trips:  Len Barnard        673-2135 

Day Trips  TBD          

Hospitality:  Bill Sheppard        944-1219 

Publicity:   June White        692-6385 

             & Jill Margeson              673-1497 

Workshops:  Bill Matthews        949-3714 

Newsletter:  Jim Smith        673-4744 

PSA Rep   Jim Smith        673-4744 

Membership:  Marilyn Owen        235-0520 

Website:   Bill Matthews        949-3714 

             & John Wynton              673-1084 

Club Photographer  John Witkowski        692-4903 

 

 

Website: 
 

www.sandhillsphotoclub.org  

 

 

 

NOTE 
 

See page 4 for Fall Field Trip attachment. 
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Sandhills Photography Club Fall Field Trip, 

October 15-18, 2007 

Williamsburg, VA  

 
Shown below are some of the photo opportunities in and around Williamsburg, VA. Remember we are 

going as photographers, not tourists, therefore you should be looking for different types of subjects. 

Possible photo sites: 

1) Historic Colonial Williamsburg with numerous buildings, gardens and photo ops; early morning 

is great when the only people in the historic area are the costumed workers (and us). 

2) Charles City – a) Berkeley Plantation, b) Edgewood Plantation, c) Piney Grove at Southalls 

Plantation, d) Shirley Plantation, and more. 

3) Colonial National Historical Park – a) Colonial Parkway, b) Jamestown National Historic Site – 

17th century buildings and numerous ruins.  

4) Jamestown Settlement –  a) James Fort, b) Powhatan Village, and c) Discovery, Godspeed, and 

Susan Constant. 

5) Yorktown  

6) College of William & Mary 

7) Richmond ,VA – a) Agecroft Hall & Gardens, b) Maymont, a 100 acre Victorian Estate, c) Lewis 

Ginter Botanical Garden , d) Henricus Historical Park, where Pocahontas lived, e) Pocahontas 

State Park, a nature lover’s paradise, f) Magnolia Grange, an 1882 plantation house, plus many 

more.   

 

Schedule  

Day 1  Travel day  
  

Day 2  Photograph on your own 
  

Day 3  Photograph on your own 
      

Day 4  Your decision to come home or stay another night 

 

 

Accommodations:  Governor’s Inn in Williamsburg, VA, 506 N. Henry.  For reservations call 1-800-

261-9530 and specify Sandhills Photo Club and booking code SANJ07A to get the rate of $73.00 plus 

tax; included is a continental breakfast. The special guest rates will apply 3 days prior to and after the dates 

of our trip. Their hours for reservations are 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, M-F. Credit card deposits are charged at 

the time the reservation is made and I have not reserved a pre-designated number of rooms. Cancellation 

policy is 72 hours prior to arrival. You only get this rate if there are rooms still available on a first come, 

first served basis or until September 1, 2007. Therefore, you must make your reservations early, or you may 

not be in luck. The Governor’s Inn is located approximately 3 blocks from the historic area. 

Questions: Call Len Barnard 673-2135 or email me at lcbarnard@nc.rr.com 
 


