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NEXT MEETING: 

Monday, December 10, 6:00 PM 
“Table on the Green”  
Midland Country Club 
2205 Midland Drive 
Pinehurst, NC 
Program: Annual Christmas Dinner Program 
 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER: Bill Matthews  
There’s still time to make your reservations 
for the Annual Holiday Dinner, but the 
!ovember 30 deadline is fast approaching.  
Details including menu choices and a 
reservation form are attached to this newsletter. 
The evening will include installation of 2008 
officers, presentation of the Stoffel Award and a 
slide show of 2007 competition winners, field 
trip pictures and more. 
 

PROGRAMS: Don Hiscott 
The program for Monday, January 14, 2008, will include 
a presentation of our new Competition Rules and a 
review and explanation of the procedure for submission 
of images for digital competitions. Copies will hopefully 
be distributed at the Christmas dinner and will also be 
available at the January meeting.  Details will appear in the 
January Newsletter. 
 

PRESIDENT’s MOMENT:  Brady Smith’s Last 
(though maybe more like a few moments, 
judging by the length): 
 
This being my last entry, I thought I would simply give 
thanks to those who have served. 
 
First, I thank Bill Matthews.  He has been involved in 
almost every aspect of the club for the last several years, 
but most especially this year as Vice President.  He has 
given countless hours in service to the club through his 
technical expertise, his photographic knowledge and his 
selfless gift of time.  He’s been early and stayed late to 
almost every club meeting.  Being nominated as next 

year’s Club President, I second the motion and 
pronounce a resounding “Aye” in favor of him. 
 
Second, I thank Don Hiscott as secretary and his various 
fill-in secretaries.  Having served as secretary under 
Mike Stratil last year, I completely understand the 
difficulty of turning 1.5 to 2 hours of discussions into a 
useful reference tool after the fact. 
 
Third, I thank Gary Magee.  His service as competition 
chair has been monumental in its effect on the club 
competitions.  Since the competitions seem to have the 
most emotion and time invested by the most number of 
members in the club, when things go awry, which was 
not the norm, he has taken the criticism in stride and 
with dignity.  The incalculable hours of preparing, 
organizing, and processing of the competition photos 
deserve a pat on the back from the whole club. 
 
Fourth, I thank Denis Smetana for his work as Treasurer.  
Not a single bounced check; not a single ounce of fiscal 
malfeasance.  He quietly put on his green visor and went 
to work. 
 
Collectively and individually, I thank Jim Smith, June 
White, Jill Margeson, Marilyn Owen, Len Bernard, 
Betty Hendrix, John Witkowski, Mike Stratil, John 
Wynton, and Bill Sheppard.  Many hundreds of hours 
have been devoted by these board members for the 
benefit of the club.  Their actions, ideas and input 
before, during and after the board and club meetings are 
the nuts and bolts that keep the club working together 
and the gas that keeps it moving forward. 
 
Last, but not least, I thank all the members of the club, 
both past and present, for coming together in one accord 
to learn more about our common passion, photography.  
May we all continue to capture those fleeting moments 
that catch our eyes and thrill our hearts. 
 

NEW CLUB LOGO MODELED by MEMBERS 

At the November meeting, Jill Margeson introduced the 
new Sandhills Photography Club logo with a mini  
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fashion show by members wearing items of clothing 
with the new logo embroidered. Patches are also 
available.  

  
Left to right: Carole Barnard, Jill Margeson, Chris 
Christiansen, Gisela Danielson and June White 

 

 

TID-BITS FROM MEMBERS  

Hey there!  Where are your interesting tid-bits???? 

 
Brady Smith’s October Class A – 1st Place Photo 
 

   
 
            ‘Hawaiian Curl’ by Brady Smith 
 
While visiting Hawaii a few years ago for a business 
trip, my family and I took a scenic drive up the coast 
from where we were staying on Oahu.  We stopped at a 
beach where some locals were playing around in the 
waves.  One young man was running with a boogie 
board into the waves from the beach.  He would hit the 
wave and go flying, twisting, and cavorting high into the 
air and then back in the surf.  Wanting to try out the 
features of my new Canon 20D, I took one test picture 
after making changes to the settings.  I then took a few 
photos of the boogie boarder, but ended up with nothing 
worthwhile.  The one test picture I snapped was the one 
I submitted as "Hawaiian Curl". 
 
 

Tid-Bit Submitted by June White 
Got this list from someone and wondered if it might be 
something for the news letter.  Jim Zuckerman teaches 
on line photograph course - just check his site. 
 

Jim Zuckerman's 
CHECKLIST FOR A SELF- 
CRITIQUE 
 
”I was asked recently how a beginning photographer can 
look at their pictures and know if they are good or not.  I 
thought about this and came up with 10 questions you 
can ask yourself about an image that will help you 
determine whether or not a picture fits into the hard-to-
define yet commonly used arena of a fine art image.  
Here is the list of questions:” 
 
1.  Is the photo properly exposed? 
2.  Is there too much contrast -- i.e. highlights blown,              
shadows black? 
3.  Is the focus right-on?   
4.  Is the background cluttered or distracting?  The 
background is virtually as important as the subject. 
5.  This is a big one:  Is the subject boring or 
compelling?  Be honest with yourself.  Boring subjects 
don't make great pictures.  Great subjects make great 
pictures. 
6.  Is the lighting attractive? 
7.  Do I have enough depth of field, or are parts of the 
image soft when they should be sharp?  Out of focus 
foregrounds should usually be avoided in most cases. 
8.  Is the shooting angle good, or could I have done 
something more dynamic? 
9.  Did I use a shutter speed that was too slow, resulting 
in a less-than-sharp picture?  Should you have used a 
tripod due to low light conditions? 
10.  Is the composition attractive? Did I use the Rule of 
Thirds, or have I successfully broken the 'rule' and 
created a dynamic or intriguing graphic design? 
 
”By asking yourself these questions, you can zoom in on 
problems that may be preventing your work from being 
considered great.”  
 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Marilyn Owen  
Membership Renewals for 2008  -  Please print the 
page and cut out the coupon. Mail to treasurer Denis 
Smetana at the SPC post office box, or bring to the 
meeting. Also, please fill out the lower section 
indicating areas in which you would be willing to serve 
the club. There is too much being attempted by too few 
individuals, and your help would be greatly appreciated! 
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PHOTO EQUIPMENT CLASSIFIED:   
If you have equipment you would like to sell, or items 
you are looking to buy, send your ad to Jim Smith at 
smithjf@aol.com.   Please keep the ad simple. I will try 
to put it in the next Newsletter after I receive it. I will 
run the ad for two issues. If you want the ad to continue 
beyond the original two issues, please request it each 
month by an email to me. 

Bogen-Manfrotto 725B Digi Tripod with Integrated 
Ball Head with Dove Tail Plate and Carrying Bag. 
Cold weather hand protector has been added to legs. 
Price $90.00. Contact: Len Barnard @ 673-2135 or 
lcbarnard@nc.rr.com 
 

 
Canon EOS 30D Digital Camera with Kit Lens () and 
Accessories - “The EOS 30D incorporates a host of new 
features with Canons highly acclaimed 8.2 megapixel CMOS 
sensor and DIGIC II Image Processor. The EOS 30D includes 
enhanced operational features such as a new 2.5 inch LCD 
monitor, true spot metering, a durable new shutter mechanism 
and Canons Picture Style feature, all in an sturdy, magnesium-
clad body.” Very good condition. Comes with a 18-55mm kit 
lens, manuals, USB cable, RCA video cable, and an LCD 
shade. Under warranty. Asking $700. Call Mike Stratil 
949.6518. 
 
!ew !ikon D70 Digital field Guide.  Easier-to-read 
directions than the guide with the camera.  Author is 
David D Busch.  Full Color throughout.  $10.00.  Will 
bring to Nov. meeting for inspection.  Chris Christiansen  
673-1497 
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thursday, December 13, 
3:00 pm, Sandhills Community College Horticultural 
Gardens Visitor’s Center. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

December 
10 Annual Dinner Meeting 
13  Board Meeting 

 

SPC WEBSITE: 
www.sandhillsphotoclub.org 

 

2007 SPC Board Members: 
President:  Brady Smith        947-3946 
Vice President:  Bill Matthews        949-3714 
Secretary:  Don Hiscott        295-9544 
Treasurer:  Denis Smetana        944-8124   
Past President  Mike Stratil        949-6518 
Programs:  Bill Matthews        949-3714 
Competition:  Gary & Gayle Magee     215-9377 
Exhibitions:  Betty Hendrix                949-4131 
Field Trips:  Len Barnard        673-2135 
Day Trips  TBD          
Hospitality:  Bill Sheppard        944-1219 
Publicity:   June White        692-6385 
             &  Jill Margeson              673-1497 
Workshops:  Bill Matthews        949-3714 
Newsletter:  Jim Smith        673-4744 
PSA Rep   Jim Smith        673-4744 
Membership:  Marilyn Owen        235-0520 
Website:   John Wynton        673-1084 
Club Photographer  John Witkowski        692-4903 

 
 

 

 

It’s Membership Renewal Time for 2008!! 
 
2008 MEMBERSHIP COUPON FOR DUES: 
  Couple:  $45.00   _____ 
  Single:    $35.00   _____ 
  Student:  $20.00   _____ 
 
Name:  __________________________ 
Address: __________________________ 
  __________________________ 

 E-Mail: __________________________ 
 Telephone: __________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to Sandhills Photography Club 
and mail to: Sandhills Photography Club 

Denis Smetana, Treasurer 
  P.O. Box 763 
  Southern Pines, NC 28388 
 
The strength of an organization depends upon the 
active support of its membership.  Please indicate 
your area of interest by checking one or more of the 
following committees: 
 
 _____  Christmas Party 
 _____  Competitions 
 _____  Exhibitions 
 _____  Field Trips 
 _____  Hospitality 
 _____  Meeting Set-up  
 _____  Membership   
 _____  Newsletter 

_____  Programs 
 _____  Publicity  
 _____  Telephone 
 _____  Website 
 _____  Workshops   
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 Sandhills Photography Club Holiday Dinner           

   Table on the Green 
  Midland Country Club 2205 Midland Dr. Pinehurst, NC 28374 
           Monday, December 10, 2007, 6.00pm 

 
HOT HORS D’OEUVRES 

 
Crab Bundle/Sweet Plum Sauce 

Spring Rolls/Chilies Sauce 
 

DI!!ER 
 

Mixed Spring Salad Balsamic Vinaigrette 
~ 

Broiled Fillet of Salmon 

Broiled with White Wine Lemon Butter, Capers 

And Orange Segments

Sautéed Chicken Madeira Sauce 

Sauteed Chicken Breast with Madeira wine Shallotte and Mushroom 

Pan Seared Filet Mignon 

Red Wine Shallots Reduction 

Served with Potatoes Au Gratin and Sautéed Vegetables 
~ 

DESSERT 
 

Apple Strudel  
~ 

Coffee and Tea 

Chicken $22.00, Salmon $23.00, Filet 5 oz $25.00 (price included tax and tip) 
Cash bar open throughout the function. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Reservations Form 
 

This year our Holiday Dinner will again be held at Table on the Green in Pinehurst on December 
10 at 6:00. Reservations are required. The cost is: 

$22 for Chicken, $23 for Salmon or $25 for Filet Mignon 

which must be prepaid (cash or check). Please fill out the form below for each person 
In your group and bring it to Denis Smetana at the November Club meeting, or mail to: 
 

Denis Smetana 
219 Edinboro Drive 

Southern Pines, NC 28387 

Name__________________________ 
Entree__________________________ 

Name__________________________ 
Entree__________________________ 

 
Include payment for the amount shown above. Checks should be made out to the Sandhills 
Photography Club. The deadline for returning this reservation is November 30, 2007. But please 
return as soon as possible to facilitate planning. 

 


