
  II  NN      FF  OO  CC  UU  SS  
A Publication of 

THE SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB    P.O. Box 763, Southern Pines, NC  28388 
Enriching the �orth  Carolina Sandhil ls  through Photography 

VOL XXIV, NUMBER 01 January 2008 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

Monday, January 14, 7:00 PM 

Christ Fellowship Church 

Midland Road at the corner of Pee Dee Road 

Southern Pines, NC 

Program: Competition Rules & Procedures 
 

PROGRAMS: Don Hiscott 
The January meeting program will be an in depth review 

of the new Competition Rules & Procedures,   by Brady 

Smith. Brady will be Competition Chairman for 2008. 

Copies of the Rules were given out at the Christmas 

Dinner. Please bring your copy to the meeting with you. 

For those who were not at the dinner, copies will be 

available at the meeting. 

 

COMPETITIONS: Brady Smith  

Brady is in Mexico for the holidays and therefore no 

column thus month. In brief, the next competition is in 

February and will be  an “Open” print competition. 

More details will be given at the January meeting. 

 

PRESIDENT’s MOMENT:  Brady Smith’s last 

(though maybe more like a few moments, 

judging by the length):  This being my last entry, I 

thought I would simply give thanks to those who have 

served. 

 

First, I thank Bill Matthews.  He has been involved in 

almost every aspect of the club for the last several years, 

but most especially this year as Vice President.  He has 

given countless hours in service to the club through his 

technical expertise, his photographic knowledge and his 

selfless gift of time.  He’s been early and stayed late to 

almost every club meeting.  Being nominated as next 

year’s Club President, I second the motion and 

pronounce a resounding “Aye” in favor of him. 

 

Second, I thank Don Hiscott as secretary and his various 

fill-in secretaries.  Having served as secretary under 

Mike Stratil last year, I completely understand the 

difficulty of turning 1.5 to 2 hours of discussions into a 

useful reference tool after the fact. 

 

Third, I thank Gary Magee.  His service as competition 

chair has been monumental in its effect on the club 

competitions.  Since the competitions seem to have the 

most emotion and time invested by the most number of 

members in the club, when things go awry, which was 

not the norm, he has taken the criticism in stride and 

with dignity.  The incalculable hours of preparing, 

organizing, and processing of the competition photos 

deserve a pat on the back from the whole club. 

 

Fourth, I thank Denis Smetana for his work as Treasurer.  

Not a single bounced check; not a single ounce of fiscal 

malfeasance.  He quietly put on his green visor and went 

to work. 

 

Collectively and individually, I thank Jim Smith, June 

White, Jill Margeson, Marilyn Owen, Len Bernard, 

Betty Hendrix, John Witkowski, Mike Stratil, John 

Wynton, and Bill Sheppard.  Many hundreds of hours 

have been devoted by these board members for the 

benefit of the club.  Their actions, ideas and input 

before, during and after the board and club meetings are 

the nuts and bolts that keep the club working together 

and the gas that keeps it moving forward. 

 

Last, but not least, I thank all the members of the club, 

both past and present, for coming together in one accord 

to learn more about our common passion, photography.  

May we all continue to capture those fleeting moments 

that catch our eyes and thrill our hearts. 

 

2007 WILLIAM STOFFEL AWARDS 

Below are listed the names of the recipients of the 

annual William Stoffel Award 

 

For the benefit of newer members who did not know the 

significance of the award, the following will give light 

to the award and who Bill Stoffel was.. The Stoffel 

Award is an annual cash award given to the members 

with the greatest accumulation of points in Class A and 
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Class B of our Club’s competitions for the calendar 

year. The award is sponsored each year by Kaye Stoffel, 

Bill’s wife. Kaye has provided the following bio sketch 

of Bill.  

 

“Bill Stoffel,  a founder of the Sandhills Photography 

Club, taught Creative Photography at Sandhills 

Community College for 14 years. He believed  

opportunities for arresting pictures are everywhere                                                                                                         

and his students learned to see the world in new and 

creative ways. He said  a  photographer composes a 

photograph as an artist does a painting by using the 

ordinary to create the unusual. He felt  interpreting the 

most commonplace things through light, the use of lines, 

selective focus and using intangible qualities in his 

work, were key to good images. He studied with  Dr. 

Helen Manzer FPSA from whom he learned never to 

waste time on the obvious. He also studied with 

Freeman Patterson, Ernst Haas and John Shaw. 

 

In addition to one man shows in New York, New Jersey 

and locally, he presented  slide shows with music, many 

focused on nature which was a subject about which he 

cared and knew, a lot. His articles and pictures have 

appeared in  �ature Photographer.” 
 

 

Class A -  Jim McGill 

Jim accumulated 15 points this year to take first place in 

Class A.  It was unfortunate that Jim was not present to 

receive the award. He said in a later phone conversation 

with Jim Smith that it was just as well, because he didn’t 

have to have rotten tomatoes thrown at him  for his 

fourth consecutive year as a winner, first in Class B, and 

three years running in Class A.       

 

Class B -  Marilyn Owen 

Marilyn accumulated 12 points this year to win the 

Class B award. Her last point put her into Class A. As a 

reward, she will now get to compete with Jim McGill   

 

 

Marilyn Owen (center) with President Brady Smith 
and Competition Chair Gary Magee 

 

WORKSHOPS: Bill Matthews 
I’ll be working on the Workshop schedule this month 

and hope to have a 2008 Calendar ready for the next 

newsletter. Several members have expressed interest in a 

workshop with a paid professional leader either held 

locally or at an interesting off-site location, with the cost 

shared by the participants. Please let me know if this 

idea would interest you and, as always, please pass 

along any workshop topics that you would like us to 

consider. 

 

2008 OFFICERS:  The following Sandhills 

Photography Club  members were introduced as officers 

for 2008 at the annual Christmas Dinner on December 

10.  

 
 

 

l to r: Jill Margeson-secretary; Denis Smetana-
treasurer; Don Hiscott-vice president and Bill 
Matthews-president 

 

TID-BITS FROM MEMBERS  

Hey there!  Where are your interesting tid-bits???? 

 

PHOTO EQUIPMENT CLASSIFIED:   
If you have equipment you would like to sell, or items 

you are looking to buy, send your ad to Jim Smith at 

smithjf@aol.com.   Please keep the ad simple. I will try 

to put it in the next Newsletter after I receive it. I will 

run the ad for two issues. If you want the ad to continue 

beyond the original two issues, please request it each 

month by an email to me. 

For Sale: 

Unique opportunity to purchase Custom Picture 

Framing Shop in the Seven Lakes Business District.,   

This is a turnkey offer for $6,000, and includes all 

equipment, computer and framer’s software, supplies 

and stock, mat and molding corner samples, and client 

and supplier lists, all in an attractive suite of three 

rooms. Free training will be provided by a retired picture 

framer; rent is quite reasonable, and the landlords are 
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most accommodating. The business offers options of 

being operated full or part time, as a hobby, and/or as an 

enterprise operated cooperatively by photographers and 

artists to mat and frame their own works at significant 

savings. Details are available from Ray Pardue at 673-

6347 
 

Canon 10D with Canon Battery Grip and two 

batteries and Canon's 75~300 IS lens. Asking 

$800.00. Contact Jim McGill @ 295-6686 or 
pinejem1@embarqmail.com 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Marilyn Owen  

Membership Renewals for 2008  -  Please print the 

page and cut out the coupon. Mail to treasurer Denis 

Smetana at the SPC post office box, or bring to the 

meeting. Also, please fill out the lower section 

indicating areas in which you would be willing to serve 

the club. There is too much being attempted by too few 

individuals, and your help would be greatly appreciated! 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thursday, January 17, 

3:00 pm, Sandhills Community College Horticultural 

Gardens Visitor’s Center. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

January 
14  Club Meeting Introduction of new  

  Competition Rules 

17 Board Meeting 

February 
 11  Club Meeting Print Competition, “Open” 

 14  Board Meeting 

March 
 10  Club Meeting Program: to be announced 

 13  Board Meeting  

 

 

SPC WEBSITE: 
www.sandhillsphotoclub.org 

 

2008 SPC Board Members: 

President:  Bill Matthews        949-3714 

Vice President:  Don Hiscott        295-9544 

Secretary:  Jill Margeson              673-1497 

Treasurer:  Denis Smetana        944-8124   

Past President  Brady Smith        947-3946 

Programs:  Don Hiscott        295-9544 

Competition:  Brady Smith        947-3946 

        June White        692-6385 

        Jill Margeson        673-1497  

Exhibitions:  Betty Hendrix                949-4131 

Field Trips:  Jim Davis (Fall trip)       673-7017 

Day Trips  TBD          

Hospitality:  Bill Sheppard        944-1219 

Publicity:   Ann Stokes        235-0950  

              & Anne Cook                    295-2605   

Workshops:  Bill Matthews        949-3714 

Newsletter:  Jim Smith        673-4744 

PSA Rep   Jim Smith        673-4744 

Membership:  Marilyn Owen        235-0520 

Website:   John Wynton        673-1084 

Club Photographer  John Witkowski        692-4903 

 

THOUGHT for the MONTH 

“May I say that a photograph gives us the naked truth, 

which has to be clothed by the imagination” 

Frank Meadow Sutcliffe 
 

It’s Membership Renewal Time for 2008!! 

 

2008 MEMBERSHIP COUPON FOR DUES: 

  Couple:  $45.00   _____ 

  Single:    $35.00   _____ 

  Student:  $20.00   _____ 
Name:  __________________________ 

Address: __________________________ 

  __________________________ 

 E-Mail: __________________________ 

 Telephone: __________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to Sandhills Photography Club 

and mail to: Sandhills Photography Club 

Denis Smetana, Treasurer 

  P.O. Box 763 

  Southern Pines, NC 28388 

 

The strength of an organization depends upon the 

active support of its membership.  Please indicate 

your area of interest by checking one or more of the 

following committees: 

 _____  Christmas Party 

 _____  Competitions 

 _____  Exhibitions 

 _____  Field Trips 

 _____  Hospitality 

 _____  Meeting Set-up  

 _____  Membership   

 _____  Newsletter 

_____  Programs 

 _____  Publicity  

 _____  Telephone 

 _____  Website 

 _____  Workshops   
 


